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(57)Abstracl: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To discriminate a frameless character, an 
inverted character graphic, etc., without converting the RGB values of a 
color image into infonmation such as a hue, brightness and saturation and to 
quickly discriminate an edge-emphasized character graphic or the like 
without requiring specific processing. 

SOLUTION: A color area detection part 2 detects similar color areas by 
directly comparing RGB values in a color image, and when each of the color 
areas has regulated size and shape, a pixel sorting part 4 sorts the pixels of 
the color area by using the differences of RGB values and counts up the 
number of sorted pixels. When the 2nd higher number of pixies out of 
sorted pixels is included within a regulated ranjge. a character extraction 
part 5 discriminates an area of the highest number of pixels as a 
background area, discriminates an area of the 2nd higher number of pixels 
as a character graphic so as to discriminate a frameless character graphic, 
an inverted character graphic, or the like and binarizes a character in a 
color area. The RGB values of the area of the highest number of pixels are 
compared with that of the area of the 2nd higher number of pixels, the area 
having higher brightness is extracted as a reference and a character in the 
color area is binarized to remove the influence of an edge-emphasized 
character or the like. 
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